Pyrexia of unknown origin in children: a review of 102 patients from Turkey.
Pyrexia of unknown origin (PUO) has not been appropriately investigated in Turkish children and therefore a study was undertaken to determine the causes of PUO and to evaluate which clinical procedures are useful in establishing a diagnosis. A total of 102 children fitting the classical PUO criteria seen in our clinic between 1995 and 2002 were investigated retrospectively. Infections, collagen vascular disorders, malignancy and miscellaneous conditions constituted 44.2%, 6.8%, 11.7% and 24.5% of cases, respectively, while 12.8% of the cases remained undiagnosed. Enteric fever, brucellosis and respiratory tract infections were the most commonly encountered infections, whereas familial Mediterranean fever was the commonest non-infectious disorder. Biopsy, aspiration, serology, bacteriology, radiology and observation of the clinical course were the most useful diagnostic procedures.